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: Dear Brothers Assocrate.s“dnd Fnends
1§ As we celebrate thls feast day of St. Paul of the Cross,
; ‘wéqare remlndedof hrs qonstant companionship with us, the ‘Poor of Jesus’.
Pq ) the mys;:cf‘b' kqns us to see beyond the easy divisions and dua//sms of this
iworl nd to expehence,and proclaim the ‘overwhelming love of the D/wne in.all
i momen’ts and manifestations of this sacred creation.
ul, the founder challenges us to courageously create what does not yet ex:st
‘which no Ionger serves the great vision of the Creator:

glve thanks for'havin’g been led to ; V ' unity and charism, and re-eofmit
{)urselves in‘the example of Péuf; to MMrgent mission that lies ahead ‘
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Celebrating the Feast of our Holy Founder,

Date | November Birthday St. Paul of the Cross

2 |FAGAN, Paul
KEATING, Earl
MCKENNA, Robert
10 |CASTELLANO, Rogie
BURKE, Richard

AN

15
SCANLON, Terrence |79()Ilj(’dl *S 19020
SALVAGNA, Micheel YJubulacum
18 SUMAMPONG, Jed GRATITUDE | PROPHECY | HOPE
“Renewing owr “Mission

19 |FINNIGAN, Francis
26 |MARTINEZ, Cristian

VIDEO Proclaiming Our Passionist Story



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKHjh4KuY2Q
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FEAST OF ST PAUL OF THE CROSS 2021

Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family,

As we commemorate the feast of St Paul of
the Cross this year, | wish to share with you
my experience of an encounter which
sparked this reflection.

Recently, during the International Theologi-
cal Congress on The Wisdom of the Cross
in a Pluralistic World which our Congrega-
tion hosted at the Pontifical Lateran Univer-
sity in Rome, | was introduced to a woman
who, as | tried to find out more in our con-

versation about why she was participating in the Congress, revealed that she
was a medical doctor who had been working with an NGO in the Tigray
region which is the northernmost regional state of Ethiopia. You may be
aware that there has been an ongoing civil war in that region since the be-
ginning of November 2020 which has left thousands dead and more than
350,000 people displaced and suffering from famine, disease and shortage
of medicines. For many weeks this conflict was international headline news
until some more deserving or sensational news took centre-stage.

In our brief conversation, the lady doctor, with much emotion, said to me
that no one was speaking about Tigray. She said: “There are thousands of
children I was treating who are suffering terribly and who will die unless they
get anti-coagulant drugs and essential
medicines. We hear nothing about
them.” Feeling somewhat paralysed in
the face of such a statement, | said
what | thought might have been the
answer. “"How can we help?”, | asked.
“Is there a way of sending some money
to help?” At this, the doctor broke
down in tears, without accepting my
generous offer of financial assistance and was not able to speak anymore.
Struck by her love and concern for the suffering children of Tigray for whom
| felt she was weeping, | could find no words to speak either, but was also
choked and moved to tears myself. She simply said: “Father, my children will
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die because they cannot get the basic medicines and we hear nothing about
them.” With these words we parted.

As | reflected on this encounter which moved me so much, | thought, obvi-
ously, for this woman money was not “THE" issue, nor “THE" answer. Her
comportment spoke of a much deeper love, concern and connection with
“her children” and people in faraway Tigray who are suffering and dying. And
who is speaking about them or remembering them? Like it tends to happen,
they become “the forgotten”, mere victims and statistics of war and violence,
poverty and injustice, abuse and disadvantage. They are the nameless, un-
fortunate and discarded in our world. “We hear nothing about them”. Usu-
ally after an initial short period of focus, mainly through news outlets, which
can temporarily move our hearts with sorrow and sadness, their plight dis-
appears from the limelight, and we hear nothing much anymore...and life
goes on. | couldn’t help but think of my own advantage and privilege in be-
ing assured of my supply of medicines every month to keep me comfortable,
secure and breathing!

The reaction and demeanour of this woman doc-
tor, however, spoke to me of a person who had a
HEART for those who are suffering - a heart of
fles h filled with compassion, a heart that suffers
with those who are suffering, a heart that weeps
for those who feel abandoned. And even though
she did not say why she was participating in the
Congress, | understood innately that she was
seeking the “wisdom” that comes from and is con-
tained in the Cross - the power of God’s love and compassion. Her compas-
sionate heart (fruit of the wisdom of the Cross) was in touch with and was
able to reach out to “her children” in faraway Tigray, connecting her in a
spiritual way with them and assuring them that they are not just statistics
or forgotten, but fellow human beings who are loved and remembered as
real persons with dignity: children, mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters. In
this way the Memory of the Passion is kept alive.
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Further reflection on this encounter moved me
to take a deeper look at the condition of my heart
because, as Passionists, | believe we are called to
be men and women who must cultivate hearts
of compassion for ourselves and for our mis-
sion: “...it is by entering into the pain and suffering
of Jesus that we are strengthened to enter into our
own pain and suffering, and so are able to stand
with others in theirs.” - A Passionist Heart

Of course, the essence of compassion is LOVE and, as St Paul of the Cross
said: “Love is a unifying power and it makes the pain of the beloved its own.”
- L.1, 489 The quality of compassion must be our brand, style, way of being,
relating and acting as Passionists. However, compassion as presented in the
Gospels, comes with a cost; it requires us to “suffer with” another.

After all, the passionate (loving & suffering) heart
is a prominent symbol in our spirituality and the sign
which identifies us. And so, we Passionists need to
check our hearts regularly, making sure that they are
not hardening, corroding or becoming insensitive to
the cries, joys and sorrows of people, creation and our
planet which can so easily happen in our busy, dis-
tracting and unreflective age. In prayerful contempla-
tion, we are called to make our stance in life at the foot
of the Cross where we contemplate that Crucified
Heart of Jesus which does not seek pity for itself, but
instead empties itself in solidarity and compassion (suffers with) for all the
‘crucified’ of the universe. Our seeming ‘useless’ standing by the Cross re-
quires a strength and resilience to be present and let our heart connect with
the Heart of the Crucified One, drawing from it the gift of compassion
(God’s gift, not our doing). This is what enables and moves us to similarly
look with pity, draw near, embrace, include, forgive and carry the lost, aban-
doned and forgotten of this world. We create room for them in our hearts
and support them in spirit, prayer and kind.
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e wirh Fo Mhave in the distress of all,

Especially theve whe are poor and neglected;
we deek to ojjer Hher ﬂﬂll-.,iﬂl""
ahd to refieve the burden o their yorrow,

~ Const. 3

In reflecting on Henri Nouwen's notion of “compassionate prayer”, Sr
Therese O'Regan CP in a paper titled Tell the world of God's great Compas-

sion - the heart of our Passionist calling wrote:

One of the most powerful experiences in a life of compassion is
the expansion of our hearts into a world embracing space of heal-
ing from which no one is excluded. Prayer for others is the very
beat of a compassionate
heart - to pray for another
means to allow their suffer-
ing, anxieties, loneliness,
their confusion and fears to
resound in our own inner-
most selves. But in the
midst of that experience, |
realise that compassion is
not mine but God's gift to me. I cannot embrace the world, but
God can. I cannot pray, but God can pray in me. When God be-
came as we are (Incarnation), that is when God allowed all of us
into his intimate life, it became possible for us to share in his in-
finite compassion. In prayer, the unprincipled dictator and vi-
cious torturer can no longer remain the object of our fear, hatred,
revenge because when we pray, we stand at the centre of the great
mystery of Divine Compassion. Dietrich Bonhoeffer expressed
this with powerful simplicity when he wrote that to pray for oth-
ers is to give them the same right as we have received, namely, to
stand before Christ and share in His mercy.




FEAST OF ST PAUL OF THE CROSS 2021

On this feast of our founder 5t Paul of the Cross, in this year of our Con-
gregation’s jubilee of foundation reflecting on “Renewing our Mission”, |
share with you these thoughts which were sparked in me following my
chance encounter with the woman doctor who revealed to me her compas-
sionate heart that suffers with, cries for, and calls for our attention to the
world’s suffering people, the ‘crucified’ who are often forgotten. “We hear
nothing about them”, but "they are all our children”. As Passionists, we are
called to keep alive the Memory of the Passion which continues until the
end of time. We do this by cultivating the gift of loving compassion
which allows us to stand with and act on behalf of those who suffer.

A reporter covering the tragic conflict in the middle of Sarajevo

saw a little girl shot by a sniper. He threw down his note pad

and pencil, rushed to the man holding the child, and helped

them both into his car. As the reporter stepped on the acceler-

ator, racing to the hospital, the man holding the bleeding child

said: “Hurry, friend, my child is still alive." A moment or two

later he said: “Hurry, friend, my child is still breathing." A mo-

ment later he said: "Hurry, friend, my child is still warm." Finally,
he cried: "Hurry, oh God, my child is getting cold.” When they
got to the hospital, the little girl had died. Later, as the two men
washed the blood off their hands and clothes, the man turned
to the reporter and said: “There is a terrible task waiting for me.

I must go and tell her father that his child is dead. He will be
heartbroken.” The reporter was amazed. He looked at the griev-
ing man and said: “I thought she was your child." The man
looked back and said: *They are all our children.”.

May the Passion of Jesus be always in our hearts.

May the blessings and prayers of St Paul of the Cross
lead us to God's Heart.

'l -t’t‘)
- Fr. nac]{{n'k::gu. C.p.

Superior General



Brother James Johnson, CP died on October 2, 2021

Dear Fathers, Brothers, Associates, and Friends,

[t is with great sadness that | inform you that Brother James Johnson, C.P.
died on Saturday October 2, 2021.

Arrangements for his wake and funeral are as follows:

Wake: Private — Monastery Community, Immediate Family —
Wednesday October 6, 2021 7pm — Public Chapel

Funeral: Private — Monastery Community, Immediate Family —
Thursday October 7, 2021 10am — Monastery Choir

Burial — Immaculate Conception Cemetery

Brother James Johnson, C.P.
Born: March 5, 1935 — Philipsburg, PA
First Profession: March 5, 1959 — Pittsburgh, PA
Final Profession: March 5, 1962 — West Harttord, CT

In Christ Crucified and Risen,



Please pray for our sick Passionists
by Dan Flynn 9/30/2021

Hi,
Please keep the following brothers in your hearts and prayers.

Br. James Johnson is currently in the ICU at Vasseur Brothers Hospital in Poughkeepsie, MY. He had surgery to repair “a hole in the heart”
(atrial septal defect). The heart was successfully repaired. However, complications arose (infections and stroke) and Br. James is not able to
breathe on his own. Currently, the prognosis for recovery is very poor.

Fr. Jack Douglas continues his long term residency at Margaret Tietz Skilled Care and Rehab Facility in Jamaica, NY. His condition is currently
stable, He depends on a feeding tube (PEG) for nutrition, is "bed bound” and requires total care to meet all his medical and perscnal care
needs, Fr. Jack says he is "at peace” with this health challenge and is grateful for your support and prayers,

Br. Gus Parlavechio is completely a very successful rehabilitation stay at Margaret Tietz Skilled Care and Rehab Facility in Jamaica, NY. His
health condition has improved tremendously. He is now able to walk with a walker and is more independent in meeting his medical and
personal needs. The prognesis for recovery beyond his previcus health baseline is very good. His transition back home to the Immaculate
Conception Monastery is anticipated within the next week or two.

Br. Robert McKenna had successful surgery to repair a2 hernia. He has begun a rehabilitation stay at Margaret Tietz Skilled Care and Rehab
Facility in Jamaica, NY. He is gradually regaining strength and working to improve his ability to manage with assistance meeting his medical
and personal care needs. The prognosis for recovery is very good.

Fr. Tim Fitzgerald returned to the Immaculate Conception Monastery after a period in the hospital to address breathing difficulties related to
Congestive Heart Failure. In consultation with the medical tearn, Fr. Tim agreed that his current health conditions may be better managed
through palliative and hospice care management in the Monastery. He is currently in stable condition, alert and continues to be actively
engaged in conversations both in person and by telephone with his Passionist brothers, family and friends,

Br. Angelo Sena continues at the Immaculate Conception Monastery, His health condition is stable and has improved since he transitioned to
palliative and hospice care management. While spending more time in bed, Br. Angelo is very engaged and participates actively in
Community prayer and conversations with his Passionist brothers, family and friends.

Dan

Therefore, be constant in practicing every virtue, and espeacially in invitating the patience of our dear fesus, for this is the summit of pure love. Live in such
a way that all may know that you bear outwardly as well as inwardly the image of Chrst crucified, the model of all gentleness and mercy. - 5t Paul of the
Cross

Daniel 5. Flynn, LCSW, CCTP
Director, Health and Social Services
Congregation of the Passion
Province of 5t Paul of the Cross
8645 Edgerton Bhvd

lamaica, NY 11432

email: dflynn@cpprov.org

phone: office - 929-419-7500



Our Australian friend Fr. Jeff Foale, who at 88,
enjoy watching the incredible fruit of his work in the vineyard.

Trong, Tai, Phuc, Huy, Thién and Nam

In Vietnam, two communities St Paul’s and St Gabriel’s of the Australian Province— gathered for
the feast day mass at which six of our young men, presently studying English in preparation for
their novitiate, moved into this new phase of their formation as postulants.






