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Day Passionist 

3 LEE,  John Michael 

 PADINJARADATH, Sibi 
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9 MCMILLAN,  John  
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20 ESPARZA-PEREZ, Hugo 

23 LABA,  Gerald 

PRICE,  James 
31  RODRIGUEZ HERNANDEZ,  

  Carlos Luis 

Blessed Feast day of 

St Paul of the Cross 

October 20th 



We especially highlight our commitment to our: 

Vulnerable Youth– you will be ensuring retreat programs for youth struggling with faith and 
meaning, schools serving children in Puerto Rico and Jamaica, WI, the Passionist Solidarity Net-
work which is organizing youth to build a more just world and a more cared for planet. You will as-
sist us as we ensure the development and support of programs like Reconnect NYC and other in-
novative initiatives. You also join us in educating young Passionists who will carry on the great 
work of the Gospel. 

Elderly Passionists– you will be walking with our elderly and infirmed Passionist priests and broth-
ers who have served their lifetime in this country and in other lands.  We care for them in the Ja-
maica, New York Monastery and allow them to live in a simple community setting where they can 
pray, eat, and recreate with their brothers, accompanied by a skilled and loving staff.  We are com-
mitted to ensuring that these good men can remain in their home until they go home to God. 

Struggling Church– you will be partnering with the Passionists as we create safe and sacred spaces 

for so many who are struggling with their faith – young and old – and who are seeking to find their 

relationship with God.  Thousands come to our Spiritual Centers and parishes looking for the com-

passionate face of God.  We connect millions of otherwise isolated people with a spiritual family 

through our weekly televised Sunday Mass.  You stand with us as we seek and offer healing, recon-

ciliation, and new life for the Church. 



Honoring Councilman James Gennaro 
 

Councilman Gennaro has been a constant friend to the Pas-
sionists.  He has advocated for the safety of our elderly 
men during power outages and other emergencies.  He has 
supported our outreach to youth, particularly for Recon-
nect NYC.  Most recently, he has tirelessly worked to assist 
in the immigration issues of one of young Passonists from 
Haiti.  Whenever called upon, Jim has stood with the Pas-
sonists and all the people we seek to serve.  

Jim  was sick, so his daughter received the award and was delightful as she read Jim’s 
speech. 



 

Preparing the food 

Sister Karen working with the center pieces 

Men from 

Reconnect 



The Cocktail hour before the main event 



OCTOBER PRESENTATION & REGISTRATION 

Holy Cross and St. Paul of the Cross Provinces will offer the second of six presentations for our Passionist Family For-
mation e-Learning (PFFeL). The presenter is Rev. Richard Fragomeni, Professor of Liturgy and Preaching, a priest of the 
Diocese of Albany, New York, and a member of the CTU faculty since 1990. Richard is also an adjunct faculty member 
in the Department of Religious Studies at DePaul University and serves as the Rector of The Shrine of Our Lady of Pom-
peii, an Italian-American spiritual center in Chicago’s historic Little Italy. 

 

 

Sessions are on second Thursday (except February) of the month and scheduled as follows: 

7:30 -9:00 PM Eastern Time 5:30 -7:00 PM Mountain Time 

6:30 -8:00 PM Central Time 4:30 -6:00 PM Pacific Time 

 

REGISTRATION 

Use this link to register for this series: https://passionistshcp.wildapricot.org/event-5348404 

You will need to be registered (one time only) to receive a Zoom link for each presentation. 

 

Contact Fr. Don Webber, CP, at elearning@passionist.org if you have any questions. 

 

May the Passion of Jesus Christ Be Always in Our Hearts 

October 12, 2023 Eucharistic Revival in the United States: What Is Really Happening? 

   Richard Fragomeni - Professor of Liturgy and Preaching (CTU) 
  

November 9, 2023 Dealing with Difference in a Polarized Country and Church 

   Paul Wadell - Retired Professor of Religious Studies, St. Norbert College 
  

January 11, 2024 The Gift and Grace of God’s Compassion  

   Virginia Blass - Passionist Preaching Mission - Paul of the Cross Province 
  

February 15, 2024 If You Want Peace, Work for Justice  (3rd Thursday of February) 

   Michael Nasello - Director of Passionist Solidarity Network 
  

March 14, 2024  Keeping Memory of the Passion of Jesus  

   Robin Ryan, C.P. - Professor of Theology (CTU) 

https://passionistshcp.wildapricot.org/event-5348404
mailto:elearning@passionist.org


Dear family and friends, 

 

As I write these words, the violent rule of gangs in Port au Prince in increasing, and reaching our neigh-

borhood, which is also the neighborhood of US Embassy. The Embassy is, during these very days, evacu-

ating all non-emergency personnel. 

 

The effect on us is that our hospital now receives many warlike trauma and gunshot injuries, especially 

since the specialty hospital nearby that was managing them closed, precisely because of armed attack on 

their hospital. We cannot get surgeons to come to our area. It is a red zone. And like many hospitals in 

Port au Prince, we cannot even keep the competent people we already have, since many are fleeing Haiti 

to raise their families in a safer country. 

 

We are not capable of managing high level trauma. It means we stabilize the gunshot injured as best as 

we can and transfer them to a private surgery center at our expense, for which we have no budget but 

must act to save lives. We are facing the worse crisis we have ever faced in 34 years of dedicated mission 

here, and the consequences are not only the disintegration of a nation and all the institutions that consti-

tute civilization, but the people are floundering in a tsunami of despair. The dangerous sickness of des-

pair surrounds us like a violent sea in a hurricane.  

Fr Rick’s Letter mourning the death  

of his co-founder of St Luke Foundation of Haiti 



We work for this; we hope for this: 

 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea,  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.   And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death, or mourning, or crying, or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the 

throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.”  

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give 

water without cost from the spring of the water of life."   Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will 

be their God and they will be my children."   

(Revelations 21:1-27) 

 

I was so lucky to be with Raphael as he died. We fought to stabilize him, to airlift him to USA, to follow recom-

mendations by facetime of teams in Haiti and USA. I held his arm as he died, and my hand rested on his head in 

prayer, I don't have my own children, but I am called "father".  

At that moment, I truly felt to be a father. I felt what it must be like to lose a cherished son.   

 

Raphael by his own testimony was bound to be initiated into a life of crime.  

It could not be avoided where he was born and grew up.  

I started working as priest and doctor in his marginalized neighborhood, with Mother Theresa's Brothers, in 

1999 when he was 17 years old. He was searching for something else for his life, other than being condemned 

to crime. 
 

Jesus says some seed falls among thorns, some in shallow soil, somewhere birds are foraging, and some 

send strong taproots into rich soil.  Seeds fall where they may, but people choose thorns or briars or 

toxic soil. Or they choose the rich culture of love.  

 

Raphael freed himself of thorns and briars and toxic settings. He started to work with us for a different 

future. His evolution was incredible. Yet he stayed tied to those choking in their toxic environments, 

hoping choices for their liberation could be possible. For many over the years, they were.   

 

For 25 years he worked at my side, dying at 41 years old. I brought Raphael and many other of our Hai-

tian staff into my world- many of you knew him and have known many of the others. We ran a peace 

marathon in Bethlehem, we raised funds in Italy, Spain, Germany, we visited Africa and India.  

 

Raphael brought me into the off road and farthest corners of his world too, both to the refreshing beau-

ty of the Jacmel mountains where he was from, and to the unspeakable conditions of the marginalized 

in Port au Prince. 



As Haiti became more and more violent, many times over the past three years I tried to convince Raphael to 

take his children to USA and stay there with them.  

 

He did not want to leave Haiti.  

What would become of Haiti if everyone left, he would ask?  But he especially said he would not leave Haiti if I 

was not leaving Haiti… He made it a point to protect me. I made it a point to protect him.  

So, we worked together, and went together into the dangers: to free kidnapped people, to rescue the injured, 

to try to broker peace. 

 

Together we also picked up many brutalized bodies, some so bad we could only lift them with a shovel. We 

took them off the streets to get them out of view especially of children, and away from the hungry pigs and 

dogs that eat them, and to bury them with some small dignity.  

 

But over the past two years, every time we did this I was sickened, imaging one day I would be called to re-

trieve Raphael’s body this way, or he would be retrieving mine. When he died in the hospital he helped build, 

and with us at his side, I was so very grateful for the way Raphael died. A good death. Fast and peaceful. With 

prayer.  It's strange to be in a country where when you lose a treasured friend you are suddenly glad he was 

not massacred. 

 

After Raphael died, when we then travelled through violent gangs to visit his mother in the province, we 

passed through dangerous areas with no problem because these gangs were also grieving Raphael, for all his 

humanitarian efforts in their areas. We drank bitter coffee with his mother, Fifi, which is a tradition in the 

countryside when one is mourning. Fifi suddenly told me she was so very glad of how Raphael died. She was 

afraid also of what I was afraid of.  She said it gives her strength and peace that Raphael died as I held his arm 

and prayed for him, with many of us around him. This speaks volumes about the state of the country.   When 

Raphael died, many lost a true father, and many others lost a cherished brother. We all lost a treasured 

friend.  And like Fifi and the elders of his family, I lost a beloved son.  

 

“Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return; the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 

blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21) 

 

We are eternally grateful for his life and witness, and count on his help from heaven.  

 

I assure you that in obedience to God's dream for humanity, for the world, for Haiti, and strengthened by 

Raphael's example, we pledge to engage even stronger to be in solidarity with the people in such difficult 

times, fully convinced that we will see better times ahead with God's help.  

 

May the soul of Raphael Louigene, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. 

 

Fr Richard Frechette CP DO 

Port au Prince  

July 30, 2023 

  



And yet amid all of this, there was Raphael. The prophet Isaiah says,   

"How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring 

good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7) 

Raphael had such feet. A hero during our two earthquakes, a hero in Covid, a hero in Cholera (two epidem-

ics), a hero rescuing gunshot wounded from areas of conflict, a hero in negotiating cease fires for deliveries of 

food and water to marginalized populations. 

 

A skilled emergency medical technician who could start an IV on an ant if he had to, builder of schools and 

clinics, rescuer of the kidnapped, available night and day to whoever needed him. Raphael showed masterful 

leadership in healing divisions, calming dangerous levels of tensions, working out agreements. The list goes 

on and on. 

 

I blessed his prophetic feet, his hands, his heart, his forehead before we placed him in his coffin.  

We have lost one of the pillars of our mission, one of the founders, one of our most able leaders in all catego-

ries of problems and tragedies. We have lost our hero, Raphael Louigene.  

 

Raphael died two weeks ago of the stress of his burdens. Burdens he gladly carried for the countless vulnera-

ble and suffering. Thrown to the ground by a massive stroke. Please morn with us his loss, which is huge. To-

night is the last night of our public prayer for him. You can read the nine nights of prayer tribute to Raphael 

on stlukehaiti.org. 

 

The thoughts below apply to everyone who carries suffering, especially for the sake of another.  

May they be a comfort for anyone anywhere, both burdened and helping others with their burdens:  

“You are not here to find love everywhere, nor to be greeted by happiness at every turn, nor to be show-

ered with kindness and gratitude all along the way, nor to remain forever young.  

You came here to create love out of division, even out of war, by God ’s grace. 

Your eternal soul was created and placed into a stifling frame of bone, blood and flesh.  

Only here can inner strength be forged by pain, can wisdom be nurtured by failure, can love be the reward 

of those who choose to give love without counting the cost.  

Your soul struggles with the bitter things of life to know the sweetness of inner joy.  

is no river of love that runs as deep as the love forged through a battle of the heart, no strength as power-

ful as that wrestled from the hands of evil through defiant resolve, no wisdom as that gained by stum-

bling in darkness, standing up again, stumbling and walking again, and again.  

All that is good, all that has meaning, can be yours by your sacrificial love, shored up by God ’s Mer-

cy."(Rabbi Tzvi Freeman) 

We work for this; we hope for this: 

https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=23bd4eae91&e=08ac6aa8d1


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNdl3gUfiY0  

 

VIDEO – The story of Raphael Louigene 

Sun City Picture House is the story of Raphael Louigene, a young Haitian man who loves movies. Raphael works at 

St. Damien’s children’s hospital in Port Au Prince and every Thursday he buries the dead at the city morgue with 

Father Rick Frechette, a Catholic priest. In contrast to this horrific task Raphael and Father Rick have a hope and 

vision for Haiti’s future. The film follows their journey as they look for 

the light and love from within the darkness.  



Br. Terence Skorka 60th Jubilee  

Bro. Andre at the ice cream truck!  

Please sir, I want some more!  

Br Terence Skorka                      Br Terence  Scalon                  Br Andre  Mathieu 

Br Terence Skorka    Br Terence  Scalon     Fr Terry    

 

 

With  Fr David  Cinquegrani  



Longtime ‘Chalice of Salvation’ host (Br Terence Scalon, CP) to mark retirement 

By Rebecca Drake  of Observe.org 

 Passionist Brother Terrence Scanlon, the longtime host of the Dio-
cese of Springfield’s weekly televised Sunday Mass, “Chalice of Sal-
vation,” has decided to step back from his duties and retire. 

An an announcement from Brother Scanlon on his retirement was 
originally planned for late fall, but the Passionist Brother has re-
cently been dealing with a medical issue that will require further 
attention in the coming weeks.   

Although he has been host of the “Chalice” broadcast for the last 
42 years, Brother Scanlon’s association with the program dates 
back to 1957, when as a teenager, he was the altar server for the 
very first “Chalice” Mass. A West Springfield native, he also worked 
in the kitchen of the former Passionist Monastery during his teen-
age years and in 1962 joined the Passionist Community. 

After serving in various Passionist ministries for nearly 20 years, Brother Scanlon returned to the Spring-
field Diocese in 1981 and began his tenure as host of the “Chalice” Mass, which at the time was broad-
cast from local station Channel 22 on Provin Mountain in Feeding Hills. 

In a recent interview with The Catholic Mirror, Brother Scanlon said he was “rather shy” when he began 
his hosting duties, but credited the viewers he met when he visited parishes and nursing homes with 
welcoming him and encouraging him by sharing their appreciation of the televised Mass.   

“The thing that really hits home is that when people see you, whether it’s in the studio or on the street, 
they’re so welcoming,” he said. “And they ask you for favors, and they ask you for prayers. That shows 
the value of the program.” 

Asked what he hopes viewers will remember about his time as host of “Chalice of Salvation,” Brother 
Scanlon said, “I hope over the years the sense of reverence of the program and the sense that it is pro-
fessional.” He praised his coworkers in Catholic Communications and said he also hopes that the broad-
cast has showcased “the health and spiritual life of the diocese.” 

“If they could get that, then I’ve done my work,” he said. 

As he steps out of the spotlight, Brother Scanlon said he looks forward to “a little rest and recreation” 
and plans to participate in prayers and programs at the Passionists’ Holy Family Monastery in West 
Hartford, Conn. 

Sunday Mass, “Chalice of Salvation,   

https://diospringfield.org/chalice-of-salvation/

